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Welcome to the first edition of Plain Huts’ magazine.  
This enterprise has come about as a solution to a question  
of how to send our customers all the information they need  
about our Shepherd’s huts in a way that reflects us as a  
company, efficiently.

Previously we compiled a pack containing a range of items including; samples of 
flooring and cladding materials, postcards in a handmade folder, and a shepherd’s hut 
visualiser. Each of these items required materials to be purchased and processed, each 
sample needed to be cut, sanded and labelled, the postcards were wrapped in a hand 
cut folder and tied with a leather lace, and the visualiser was placed precisely onto its 
presentation card. Then the contents of the pack were placed in bubble wrap that had 
been cut to size, placed in a cardboard box which had to be folded to become three 
dimensional which in turn was then taped up and posted.

This pack certainly did succeed at giving our customers all the information they needed in 
a way that reflected us as a company. The care, quality, and attention to detail was evident 
but the time spent on each pack was, well, inefficient, to say the least.

So, how to convey information about our huts in a way that lets you know that we  
have high standards, like to do things a little differently, and have a style all of our 
own. A brochure can be so boring so we have attempted to produce a magazine  
about us, our huts and our company. A cross between a magazine and a catalogue;  
a magalogue, a catalzine, a brouzine… ?

So here is our first attempt. We hope that we will manage to convey what we are about 
as a company, give you lots of useful information and, of course, inspire you to purchase 
a Plain Huts shepherd’s hut, in an interesting and imaginative way: efficiently!

Happy to help!

Welcome
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Plain Huts came into being in the autumn of 2012. My husband 
and I had bought a small property ‘with potential’ in the village 
of Tilshead a few years beforehand and had been working all 
weekends to release said ‘potential’. In four years we transformed 
a small bungalow into a contemporary chalet style home using 
galvanised steel, cedar and glass.

Simultaneously, I had noticed two shepherd’s huts in the fields locally whilst walking 
the dog. They struck me as charming simple structures; built for a purpose with no 
unnecessary frills. As time went by I found myself drawn to these structures and  
re-imagined them built for today’s demands and using the materials we had used  
on the house.

I felt sure that the shepherd’s hut could be reinvented to be a contemporary space that 
worked alongside today’s homes. 

The idea took hold and so, in the summer of 2012 I left teaching and with the help of 
my husband and son-in-law built our first hut. My sister took some lovely photos and 
we organised a web site. Hey presto, a business! But what to call it? Tilshead is located 
in the middle of Salisbury Plain. It didn’t take long to start playing around with ideas 
around that theme and so, Plain Huts was born.

Plain Huts’ aim is to build contemporary shepherd’s huts whilst keeping the essence 
of the original huts. We take pride in the quality of our workmanship and love to 
build a bespoke solution for our customers.

Plain Huts
An introduction



I felt sure that 
the shepherd’s 

hut could be reinvented to 
be a contemporary space 
that worked alongside 
today’s homes. 
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...As I look back  
I can see that my 

compulsion to design 
and make ran through 

everything I did.
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Let me introduce myself: I am Cath Caesar: 
Plain Huts is my business. I hatched up the 
idea and the name, I design the huts inside 
and out, I build the huts inside and out. 
Maybe you are wondering how I came  
to be ‘The Shepherd’s Hut Woman’.

Over the ensuing years I simultaneously; 
taught, brought up three kids, and followed 
my husband as he pursued his career in 
the RAF. As I look back I can see that 
my compulsion to design and make ran 
through everything I did. It was not only 
the essence of my job but also evident in 
the crazy birthday cakes and cardboard 
play houses I made for the children and in 
the task of making each uninspiring RAF 
quarter into a home every couple of years.

If you were hoping to hear that I studied 
design at UAL, worked for Conran or other 
prestigious design companies, then I will 
have disappointed you. I have acquired 
my skills through a combination of luck, 
enthusiasm and dogged determination. 
There was no plan but it seems to have 
worked out in the end!

I love what I do but, as you can imagine, 
it was not on my list of career choices 
when I left school, or at any time in my 
life come to that. The truth is that I had 
nothing on my list of career choices when 
I left school. School had not inspired me: I 
left, and chose to study Business Studies 
at St Austell (pronounced ‘Snozzle’ by the 
locals) College of Further Education on the 
premise that it was a subject I had never 
studied before! It was not a great choice 
BUT I did meet my husband, Ian, and that 
folks, made it well worth the while!

A second attempt at further education 
was more successful. I studied to be a 
teacher. I liked teaching and was good at 
it! I specialised in Design and Technology, 
(D&T) and was very lucky to be the 
recipient of some ‘positive discrimination’. 
If a girl applied for D&T she got in! Politics 
aside this was a lucky break as my dire 
results from my OND in Business Studies 
were not going to get me anywhere.
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We think of the shepherd’s hut as originating in the mid 1800’s 
but that may be a connection with the fact that corrugated iron 
was invented in 1829. Previous examples of shepherd’s huts would 
not have lasted as well and so are no longer here to be counted. In 
David Morris’ book, Shepherds’ Huts and Living Vans it is noted that 
French artist Simon Marmion painted a wheeled shepherd’s hut in 
his 1480 depiction of the Annunciation to the Shepherds’.

A Short History of the

Shepherd’s Hut
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The huts were common on lowland farms. 
They are unsuited to moving over steep 
rough ground and so they were more 
commonly seen across England from the 
eastern edge of Wales to Norfolk. Here 
the weather allowed sheep to be kept out 
in fields all year round and the shepherd 
would tend to the flock there. The constant 
attention of the shepherd was especially 
critical during the lambing season.  
Many small companies supplied such 
huts whilst others were built on the farm. 
Consequently designs varied and there are 
no rules for the archetypal shepherd’s hut.

A Shepherds’ hut was simple a place for the 
shepherd to rest, keep warm and maybe 
prepare some food. The traditional hut was 
no wider than the height of the shepherd 
as the bed would be along the far wall. 
The hut was clad in corrugated iron. A 
‘luxury’ hut would have wood cladding on 
the inside and maybe some horsehair for 

insulation between the corrugated iron 
and the wood. The roof was unlined and 
as the hut warmed up on a cold night any 
damp in the air would condense on the 
ceiling and drip down on the occupant. I 
was told by an ex shepherd who had spent 
many nights in a shepherd’s hut that he 
would never have the fire on at night and 
would keep warm with his two dogs, ‘one 
behind my knees and one in front of me’ 
This way there was less condensation!

Here in Tilshead we have two old huts that 
belong to the local farmer and these were 
the inspiration for our Plain Huts. You 
will see a similarity in the wheels! I have 
often wondered why the huts had such 
small windows and were so dark inside. 
Maybe the shepherd really did not want to 
be woken up by the sun! Or maybe glass 
broke easily as the hut was moved along 
the tracks. Also, spot the hole for the dog 
to get in and out.
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Our Huts
Here at Plain Huts we build 
bespoke. Where possible we  
aim to fulfil your specifications.  
It can be daunting, however 
to be given a completely blank 
sheet and so, with this in mind, 
we offer three basic sizes of hut: 
think of them as three models. 
Each model needs a name 
and we decided to name our 
models after breeds of sheep; 
the Romney, a large strong 
all-rounder and often seen 
grazing around the stones at 
Stonehenge; the Jacob, a middle 
sized good looking sheep with 
a classic name, and the Manx, 
or more correctly the Manx 
Loaghtan, a small but distinctive 
sheep with attitude, (this sheep 
has four or six horns) native to 
the Isle of Manx. 

The Jacob: 
4.35m x 2.4m (14’ x 7’11)

Our most popular size: Wider than a 
traditional hut allowing room on either  
side of a standard double bed and long 
enough to incorporate a veranda or kitchen 
or en suite. Also a very popular size for use  
as an office space.

The Romney: 
5m x 2.4m (16’5 x 7’11)

Our largest hut: The additional length 
allows for a wide variety of layouts but is 
particularly useful when considering using 
the hut as self -catering accommodation as 
it can accommodate both an en suite and a 
kitchen area. 

The Manx:
3.5m x 2m (12” x 7”)

A very traditional size for a shepherd’s hut 
and perfect for that cosy personal space.

All huts can have a door with veranda at one 
end or doors on the side. The placement and 
size of the doors and windows is up to you. 
The models above are a starting point for 
your design.

At the back of this magazine you will find 
floor plans of the Romney and the Jacob. 
These may help you to choose the size that  
is best for you.
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Our flat pack is made up of the 
rolling chassis plus four walls, 
roof joists and roofing material 

and fixings. The rolling chassis 
arrives assembled with our signature 

cast iron wheels. It has oak axles and is 
fully articulated. The walls lie on top of the 

chassis and are built to accommodate your 
choice of windows and door. You will be sent 
a planner that allows you to show us where 
the apertures for the windows and door will 
be and what size. Please note: windows and 
doors are not supplied with the kit. The joists 
for the roof are supplied along with the tin 
and the fixings. 

The kit you receive is constructed in exactly 
the same way we build our own huts.

The pack is designed to be easy to assemble, 
it’s so easy in fact, there are no instructions 
needed! A few hints and tips and you’re 
away! Within a weekend you can have a 
watertight construction that you can then 
work on as and when you have the time. 

Build Your Own
Shepherd’s Hut

If you have exhausted all 
possibilities for having 
a turnkey shepherd’s hut 
delivered to your chosen site 
then you may be interested 
in buying a kit and having it 
built in situ. Or you may have 
the time and the skills and 
the inclination build your own 
shepherd’s hut. Here at Plain 
huts we have developed a kit 
that will give you a head start.
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NB: We have recently put together what 
you might describe as a ‘super deluxe’ kit 
for a customer. This was a bespoke kit that 
included, in addition to the deluxe kit:

n  Custom made window for bird watching
n  Aluminium powder coated sliding door
n  Double glazed round window
n   Interior tongue and groove  

cladding supplied
n  Engineered oak flooring
n  Wood burning stove
n  Oak for oak veranda
n  Steps
n  Drawbar

If you have specific requirements, please ask.

This customer sent us this photo 8 hours 
after we had delivered his kit in pieces into 
his back garden. The grin says it all!

The flat pack comes with three options:

1.  Basic: as described on page 10. 

2.  Basic with insulation fitted into floor, 
walls and supplied for roof. 

3.  Deluxe: as above but with materials 
supplied for an exterior cladding of 
Western Red Cedar. The walls come  
clad with a waterproof breathable 
membrane and with batons ready  
to receive the Cedar. 

Below is an email from a customer who 
bought the basic kit as a surprise birthday 
gift for his wife:

Cath – with apologies for 
taking so long to report  
that the Shepherd’s Hut 

has been a huge, almost overwhelming, 
success as a birthday present. George 
and I managed to assemble it in a couple 
of weekends, and I towed it from our 
neighbour’s barn early on the morning  
of Jane’s birthday, and she was thrilled. 
I am now in the process of cladding the 
exterior, whilst Jane designs the interior  
– it is a very exciting project. Photos to  
follow in due course.

Many thanks again,

Jeremy
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Our Wheels
make people happy!
There is something about 
the weight, the size and the 
presence of these wheels 
that makes people stop in 
their tracks. Most reach out 
to touch them and then say 
something along the lines of, 
‘you wouldn’t want to drop 
that on your foot’ or, ‘your 
wheels are the best I’ve seen, 
or just ‘wow’. We had one 
customer who came to buy 
a set of wheels from us and 
went away with two sets!

The larger of the two wheels is 1 metre 
in diameter and weighs in at 120kg. The 
smaller one is 700mm across and weighs a 
mere 80kg. The smaller wheels are on the 
articulated axle and they fit underneath 
the chassis as the axle turns. The larger 
wheel is attached to the fixed axle. You will 
notice that our wheels are outside the hut 
as opposed to underneath which is more 
traditional for a shepherd’s hut.

The wheels are cast in England near 
Heathrow. I pick them up from the foundry 
two sets at a time and the main reason I 
have a flat bed with drop down sides on my 
Isuzu is so that the forklift can load them. 
The guys are always complaining about the 
size of the large wheel but I think they are 
also quite proud of what they do.

We leave the wheels to rust gently. Cast 
iron rusts to a point and then it just sits 
there; nothing nasty happens. These wheels 
will look like this for hundreds of years.



Rusted and ready to go

Pouring at the foundry

Stacked and packed



Here’s what they have to say about their hut 
two years later.

Q.  Who first thought of buying a 
shepherds hut? 

A.  Frank claims it was his idea, but I had 
always wanted a shepherd’s hut in the 
garden, ever since we moved to Wiltshire 
and a neighbour had an original 19th 
century hut in her garden. 

Q.  What did you plan to use your 
shepherd’s hut for?

A.  It was always intended as a fourth 
bedroom, but we also considered using it 
for Airbnb. 

Q.  And why did you choose a Plain Hut 
shepherd’s hut?

A.  We had seen the show hut at Planks and 
loved it. Then when we realised Plain 
Huts were neighbours we were not going 
to consider another company!  
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Frank and Sarah bought their 
shepherd’s hut almost two years  
ago now. The site was in their garden 
but there was no access. We built as 
much as we could in the workshop, 
dismantled it, put it onto a trailer and 
drove it into the neighbour’s field and 
then lifted each component over the 
fence and reassembled it. The final 
finishing was done over the next two 
weeks working out of a temporary 
workshop in a marquee erected in  
their garden.

The hut they chose was a Jacob,  
cedar clad with a veranda. It has  
a compost toilet and basin and a 
compact kitchen that includes a fridge, 
induction hob, sink, plate rack and 
storage. The interior is clad in a tongue 
and groove panelling, has underfloor 
heating and one of our own sofa beds.

CASE STUDY | Frank’s and Sarah’s Hut



Q.  How did you decide on the layout of 
your hut.

A.  We knew we wanted to use it for guests 
and therefore wanted something where 
people, family and friends as well, could 
be self-sufficient. We also wanted to 
create a space for us to enjoy at all times 
of the year. 

Q.  How was your hut delivered?

A.  Over the fence! 

Q.  Has the hut been a success as 
an Airbnb destination?

A.  We advertised it for the first time in 
March this year and since then have had 
frequent guests, all of whom have been 
delighted by the hut. 

Q.  Have you used your hut for anything 
other than Airbnb? 

A.  Yes; it is a fourth bedroom when we have 
all our family to stay, it is sometimes a 

teenagers’ hide out when four girls have 
stayed overnight, it’s a reading room and 
a cosy space in the winter, a play space 
for our two year old grandson, a quiet 
workspace and above all an excellent 
space to chill with a gin and tonic on the 
veranda watching the sun go down. 

Q.  What is your favourite thing about 
your shepherd’s hut?

A.  As above - on the veranda with a gin, 
beer, prosecco...... watching the sunset 
with our golden retriever who also loves 
lying across the veranda.

Q.  Is there anything you would change 
about your hut?

A.  Nope! (apart from one possible thing - a 
ventilation point in the loo, but that’s 
only an issue in hot weather and because 
our hut faces west).
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We cannot 
recommend Plain 
Huts too highly.   
They have delivered 
all they promised  
and more. 

Julie & Richard Robinson
Edyn at Rose Cottage   
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Here’s what Ruby and Mark have to say 18 
months later:

Q.  Who first thought of buying a 
shepherds hut? 

A.  Me! (Ruby)

Q.  What did you plan to use your 
shepherd’s hut for?

A.  Sleeping in, year round. 

Q.  And why did you choose a Plain Hut 
shepherd’s hut?

A.  We didn’t want a twee hut, we wanted 
something that looked industrial but 
was flooded with light, and was above 
all, super warm and dry. We loved your 
designs and when we saw that you were 
happy to customise them we got in 
contact with you. 

Ruby and Mark contacted us about 
18 months ago and were looking for 
something different. Ruby is an artist 
and had a clear idea of the look she 
wanted. The main criteria was to use 
Crittall (steel framed) windows to 
create a glazed wall at one end of the 
hut. Ruby conveyed her ideas to us in 
a variety of ways but my favourite was 
the model she made.

CASE STUDY   Ruby and Mark’s Hut



Q.  How did you decide on the layout of 
your hut.

A.   We wanted it to feel glorious, not 
cramped. So we focussed on generous 
sleeping space, storage and light. 

Q.  How was your hut delivered?

A.  By Cath on a 4x4 and we got a friend 
with a tractor to pull the hut into place 
as it is on a fairly steep hill. 

Q.  Has the hut been a success as a  
family getaway?

A.  A huge success. 

Q.  Have you used your hut for anything 
other than for family holidays?

A.  We use it to stay in when we are 
managing our land. 

Q.  What is your favourite thing about 
your shepherd’s hut?

A.  Waking up in the morning, opening  
the doors and having a cup of tea on  
the porch. 

Q.  Is there anything you would change 
about your hut?

A.  We’d like an extra bed! 
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We didn’t want a 
twee hut, we wanted 

something that looked 
industrial but was flooded 
with light, and was above  
all, super warm and dry.
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So you have been working from home for a couple of years and 
its great BUT you have decided that you need your own space 
away from the nagging of the washing machine beeping to 
tell you to get the next load on, and so you have very sensibly 
taken the decision to buy a shepherd’s hut!

Here are some thoughts on how to make 
that office space really work for you.

1.   Rethink the ‘desk’. You may work on a 
laptop most of the time so have a fold 
out section for when clients come. That 
way it will always be empty and ready 
to go!

2.   Install underfloor heating and set the 
timer so that the space is warm and 
welcoming when you ‘arrive’ at work.

3.   Beware of ‘going home’ for a cup of  
tea, you may get caught up in ‘stuff’:  
the dishwasher is full; the car needs  
a service… Consider instead a dedicated 
area in the hut for your tea and coffee 
making.

4.   Think about storage. A place for 
everything and everything in its place!

5.   Put up pictures: it’s your work space. Get 
your pictures framed and group them 
together where YOU can see them when 
you are working.

6.   Make the walk to work pleasant and 
position the hut so you have a fabulous 
view of the garden when you are at  
the desk.

7.   Folding chairs: Just get them out when 
you need then, the rest of the time the 
space is yours.

8.   Coat hooks and door mat: Not just 
for clients but for you too. It will 
occasionally rain on your journey to 
work. That’s fine, just wear a coat and 
take a brolly. But if you don’t have a coat 
hook or two the place will be full of wet 
coats etc.

9.   Have some fun; choose a theme, as you 
can see we had a play around with a 
film noir interior.

10.   Plan ahead, we can install projector or 
additional power outlets so you can 
minimise the number of cables on show.

The Office...



Going Off Grid
For a while now we have been telling our customers that our 
shepherd’s huts can be off grid but have struggled to find the 
time to build an example. The plan has been stewing inside  
my head for at least two years and this winter we went for it.

We set ourselves the task of building a 
hut that incorporates as much luxury as 
possible; the only service allowed was cold 
running water, but no sewerage and no 
electric hook up. 

The first decision was to use solar power. 
I point blank refused to consider putting 
slabs of flat glass onto our lovely curved 
roof and so we invested in flexible panels. 
Each one provides up to 150W and powers 
the lighting and the sockets. We love the 
way they look: shepherd’s hut bling!

A shepherd’s hut fits into almost any 
surrounding but when using it as a place 
to stay many of us imagine staying; 
somewhere away from it all, somewhere 
with an amazing view and, maybe, 
somewhere with not another soul in 
sight. That of, course, inevitably means no 
services as such and although the idea is 
idyllic most of us actually also want to be 
able to wash in warm water, eat well and 
snuggle up to watch a film occasionally 
on the laptop if the forecast is rain for the 
entire week.



Then there was the en suite. This is a 
signature component of a Plain Hut.  
We have developed a wet room style  
en suite and wanted to be able to offer  
it to our customers even when off grid.  
By using a gas heated water heater we  
can still have the thermostatically 
controlled shower. Then with our latest 
compost toilet design the combo is 
complete. There is even a 12v humidistat 
installed to help dry out the towels.

Now it was time to pay attention to  
food and warmth. For years now we have 
installed Windy Smithy stoves inside 
and outside our huts. They complement 
what we do; balancing tradition with 
a contemporary take. For this hut we 
really wanted to be able to be a bit more 
adventurous with our cooking and so 
decided to install the Louis Ranger. With 
its generous flat top and small oven it is just 
the thing to warm you both inside and out.

The wood burning stove is set on a slate 
hearth with log storage underneath.  
To the right there is a sink and traditional 
plate rack and to the left we have put a 
single gas hob for those times when you 

need a quick cuppa. Behind the stove is a 
generous window that opens so you can 
cool the hut down when the heat from the 
stove gets too much.

There is more! At the back of the hut there 
are two big doors that open to reveal a 
cupboard. Here you will find the water 
heater, fuse box and batteries but also lots 
of space to store all that paraphernalia you 
might need: folding chairs and a sun shade 
for a hot day, umbrellas and raincoats for a 
rainy day, fishing rods, rucksacks etc.

Talking of rain, have you seen the rain 
chain? The sweet galvanised gutter catches 
the rain over the door and is directed down 
the chain so it travels gently down to the 
ground quietly and without splashing.
Enough now, I haven’t even mentioned  
the pull out sofa bed with memory foam, 
the deluxe ice box or the lap top charging 
shelf, maybe the pictures can do the rest of 
the talking!

So there you go, proof that it is very possible 
to have luxury even when Off Grid. 

Now onto the next project.
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Super Simple Flat Breads:

These are a great accompaniment  
to many meals, for example, the 
Chorizo and Mushroom omelette  
on the next page.

1.     Mix 250g of SR flour with 1 tsp salt and 1 
tsp of baking powder. Mix with 250g of 
yoghurt until combined.

2.   Cover your hands with flour and take a 
small golf ball size of dough. Squeeze it 
and pat it until you have a flat thin piece 
of dough.

3.   Place the dough onto the stove top and 
leave until golden. Turn and repeat!

OR:

3.   Take a small amount of dough and work it 
into a snake. Wrap it around a green stick.

4.   Hold the dough on the stick over some red 
hot embers until cooked!

5.  Eat!

Hints and tips for happy cooking...

If you cook a sausage and then wrap the 
dough around it and cook it all together… 
it’s pretty good! Mix together equal parts of 
mayonnaise and French mustard to dip.
Get the dough as thin as you can so it doesn’t 
take too long to cook through
Use a green stick (cut straight from a tree) 
and cut off the outer bark with a knife. 
Sycamore is good to use.

We seem to have sculpted a small dog!



Chorizo and  
Mushroom Omelette:

I felt VERY pleased with myself the day I 
discovered I could use my stove as a grill!
For this omelette I used two eggs, some 
mini chorizo, sliced mushrooms and 
some cheddar cheese. 

1.  Heat the chorizo and the mushrooms in  
the pan until the juices from both are 
oozing and smelling amazing. Place on  
a plate until later.

2.  Mix the eggs and a couple of tablespoons 
of water with a fork in the frying pan. Cook 
on the stove gently scraping the edges of 
the omelette to the centre as it cooks.

3.  With the egg mixture set but still soft  
add the filling back to the pan and top  
with cheese.

4.  Place the entire pan under the stove to melt 
the cheese.

5.  Eat straight from the pan! Maybe  
with Flat breads cooked on the stove top. 
See page opposite.

Hints and tips for happy cooking...

Egg shells will just disappear if you put them 
into the fire.

Another amazing combo: Cherry tomatoes, 
spring onions and goats cheese…. Or, black 
pudding, spinach and mozzarella…
Just chop the cheese into small pieces.  
No grater to wash! Or use a potato peeler.
Check your frying pan will fit between the legs 
of your stove. It will need to be quite dinky. Oh, 
and it needs to be non-stick or a well-seasoned 
cast iron pan!
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Designing
YOUR HUT

We are very happy to draw up floorplans for you but we 
thought you might like to have a go yourself. Here you  
will find two empty huts just waiting for your imagination.  
One is the Jacob and the other the Romney, our two most 
popular sizes. 

Each plan is drawn to a scale of 1:25. So just divide each ‘life 
size’ measurement by 25 and you will have the right size for 
your scale drawing.

Over the page we have included a few ideas to get you started. 

When you are done, take a photo and send it over to us with 
your list of ‘needs’ and we can take a look, maybe make a few 
suggestions or even get started on that quote!

HAVE FUN!
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The Jacob 

The Romney



Notes
Some space for you to; record important information, 
note key dimensions, list questions to ask, create a 
mood board, and stick post it notes all in one place!





We recently delivered a kit to a customer 
whose only access to their house is a 100m 
gravel track wide enough for one person. 
In just one day a team of four delivered the 
kit and had it reassembled and watertight 
by 4pm that afternoon.

Our shepherd’s huts look good anywhere: whether nestling in a 
quaint cottage garden to standing proud on a windblown cliff 
top. Positioning a shepherd’s hut does take time and experience 
and planning the arrival of your hut is important. You may have 
the perfect place for a hut but the question on your mind is ‘how 
to get it there’?

A Trouble Free

Delivery

Luckily Plain Huts have developed a 
number of delivery options:

1.   For sites that have good access for a 
trailer towed by a 4x4 we can bring 
your hut on a trailer and unload the 
hut straight into its final position.

2.   For those of you who have no access 
into the area you wish your hut to be 
then it may be possible to lift the hut 
in using a crane!

3.  When neither a trailer nor a crane can 
access the site then it might be time to 
order a kit. A kit can be disassembled, 
carried to its chosen spot and 
reassembled.
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1.  Consider the orientation of your hut 
during the planning process, the views, 
the sun, and the prevailing winds.

2. Make the site level

3.  Place concrete pads underneath where 
each wheel of the hut will land, we will 
supply the plan.

4.  Prepare services to the site if needed. 
We can advise you.

5.  Consider access to your property, is 
there a sharp turn off the main road 
into your property, are there any 
overhanging eaves?

6.  Consider the route to your property, 
narrow lanes, low branches, and steep 
hills. Advise us of the best route in.

7.  Send us photos and maybe a video of 
the site and the access.

8. Let neighbours know in advance.

9.  Make sure there is tea and biscuits  
on hand.

10. Enjoy the day. Take some photos.

Delivery
Top ten tips for a trouble free delivery
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1. How much will it cost? 
It’s a valid question but one that is tricky 
to answer. We offer many options and 
these will affect the price. We have 
provided you with a price list of our 
standard three sizes of huts and a good 
selection of options so you can get a good 
idea of costs once you have decided what 
you want!

2. Lead times... 
Just so you know. If you want your hut  
for the summer don’t order in the summer 
(unless it’s the summer beforehand).  
Order in the winter or at the latest in early 
spring! Lead times vary but we do tend  
to be a little quieter in the winter.  
When you are preparing to place an order 
we will try to give you a good idea of our 
lead time but it is not until that deposit 
hits the bank that we can schedule you 
into the workshop diary and give you an 
accurate date. 

3.  Are those  
wheels original? 

Everyone loves our wheels. They are  
the real deal BUT they are new! We had 
patterns made that closely resemble the 
wheels on a ‘Tasker’ shepherd’s hut, and  
all of our huts have these wheels. 

4.  Do you build these yourself? 
Yes. It’s not just me you understand but yes, 
I do build shepherd’s huts.

5.  Why would you have the 
stove on the outside? 

This feature is on many of our huts that have 
a veranda and has come about because of 
my personal love of sitting outside beside 
a fire. Britain is not known for its reliable 
long hot summers and a fire can give us the 
opportunity to enjoy those first spring days 
or the last autumn evenings and really make 
the most of the season. It’s not to everyone’s 
taste but I love it and I also like the fact that 
if you make a mess it doesn’t matter!

6. Do I need planning?
If your shepherd’s hut is going to be placed 
in your garden then almost certainly, no. 
We have had one customer who lived in a 
grade two listed building and in a strict 
conservation area and she did have to get 
agreement from the planning office to put 
her shepherd’s hut in her garden! They did 
agree however.

You are allowed to put a temporary building 
into a paddock or similar but you may be 
required to move it occasionally, this is 
rarely convenient and if you plan to place 
you hut in an area that is not designated 
garden then I would advise contacting your 

FAQs



planning office and clearing it for peace 
of mind. We have now built 24 shepherd’s 
huts and sold many more kits and none  
of our customers have been refused 
planning permission.

When researching planning for shepherd’s 
huts they come under the same rules as for 
a caravan, just so you know.

7.  Do you have huts in stock? 
Occasionally we have a show hut for 
sale but in general we don’t have huts in 
stock. We build bespoke and if we built 
a Jacob with a veranda as sure as ‘eggs is 
eggs’, as my grandma used to say, the next 
customer to come along would want a 
Romney with doors on the side!

8.  How does the compost 
toilet work? 

Our compost toilets are genius! Very 
simple to use. They are lined with two 
compostable bags, one for fluids and one 
for solids! When they need refreshing you 
just gather up the bags and place them 
into a designated waste bin and put new 
liners in. Clean and efficient. Eventually 
the waste bin will fill up and at that point 
you seal it for 12 months and then the 
contents can be safely emptied onto your 
garden although it is suggested that you 
don’t use it on your veggie patch.
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To this end here is a summary of the 
usual process.

n   Check access to your property. If in 
doubt arrange for a site visit if you 
live close enough or send video and 
photos of the route into the site. A good 
rule of thumb is, if you can imagine 
manoeuvring a medium size caravan 
into the spot you have planned for your 
hut then we can get a hut in there.  

n   If there are any doubts about planning get 
it sorted. Often it just takes a phone call.

n   Now the fun begins: Make a list of what 
you would like.

n   Let me have the list and I will send you 
a preliminary quote.

n   Come and visit our workshop if possible. 
If not then we will email and phone each 
other with sketches and plans until we 
have established exactly what you want. 
See ‘planning your hut’ for help here.

n    Now that I have your list and we have 
had a good chat about how you plan to 
use your hut I will be able to give you a 
final quote.

Let’s assume that you have made the very sensible decision to 
purchase a Plain Huts’ Shepherd’s Hut! We would love, not only  
to build your hut for you, but for the whole process to be enjoyable. 

How to Order a Plain Hut
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n   You accept the quote!

n   I invoice you.

n   You pay a 20% deposit; this secures your 
build time in the workshop.

n   I tell you when to expect delivery of 
your hut.

n   It all goes quiet for a bit……

n   We ask for the Start of Build payment. 
(50% of the remaining balance).

n   We start building.

n   You get sent information about 
preparing the site including the 
footprint for the wheels and what  
power should be supplied.

n   You wait! (and prepare the site).

n   We ask for the final payment.

n   We deliver your hut!



Call us

07903313922

Visit us

www.plainhuts.co.uk

Ordering and 
installing our hut  
was a stress free  
and exciting process.   
The hut is a focal 
point in our garden 
and the children  
love disappearing 
down to it.   

Karen Mahoney


